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What exactly is a òWeb Browseró 

A web browser (also referred to as an Internet browser or 

simply a browser) is application software for accessing 

the World Wide Web or a local website. When a user requests 

a web page from a particular website, the web browser 

retrieves the necessary content from a web server and then 
displays the page on the user's device.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Application_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Wide_Web
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_(computing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_server


The first Web Browsers

1993 was a landmark year with the release of Mosaic, credited as "the world's 

first popular browser". Its innovative graphical user interface made the World 

Wide Web system easy to use and thus more accessible to the average person. 

This, in turn, sparked the Internet boom of the 1990s, when the Web grew at a 

very rapid rate. Marc Andreessen, the leader of the Mosaic team, soon started 

his own company, Netscape, which released the Mosaic-influenced Netscape 
Navigator in 1994. Navigator quickly became the most popular browser.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic_(web_browser)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphical_user_interface
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Andreessen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netscape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netscape_Navigator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netscape_Navigator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usage_share_of_web_browsersOlder_reports_(pre-2000)


The first Web Browsers

Microsoft debuted Internet Explorer in 1995, leading to 

a browser war with Netscape. Within a few years, Microsoft 

gained a dominant position in the browser market for two 

reasons: it bundled Internet Explorer with its 

popular Windows operating system and did so 

as freeware with no restrictions on usage. The market share of 
Internet Explorer peaked at over 95% in the early 2000s.[19]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Explorer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Browser_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_Windows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operating_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_browser#cite_note-searchenginejournal.com-19


The first Web Browsers

In 1998, Netscape launched what would become the Mozilla 

Foundation to create a new browser using the open 

source software model. This work evolved into 

the Firefox browser, first released by Mozilla in 2004. Firefox 
market share peaked at 32% in 2010.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firefox


The first Web Browsers

Apple released its Safari browser in 2003. Safari remains the 

dominant browser on Apple devices, though it did not become 
popular elsewhere

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple_Inc.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safari_(web_browser)


The first Web Browsers

Google debuted its Chrome browser in 2008, which steadily 

took market share from Internet Explorer and became the 

most popular browser in 2012. Chrome has remained 
dominant ever since

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Chrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usage_share_of_web_browsers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usage_share_of_web_browsers


The first Web Browsers

Microsoft released its Edge browser in 2015 as part of 
the Windows 10 release

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_Edge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_10


Whatõs the Difference Between a Web 
Browser and a òSearch Engineó ?

A web browser is not the same thing as a search engine, 

though the two are often confused. A search engine is a 

website that provides links to other websites. However, to 

connect to a website's server and display its web pages, a 
user must have a web browser installed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink


Google
Is a company and itôs original product was 

the Google Search Engine

But as mentioned earlier, it then developed 

itôs own browser, Chrome



Microsoft
Originally had Internet Explorer , then 

replaced it recently with Edge

Edge is based on Chrome and looks very 

similar

Microsoft also has their own Search Engine, 
called Bing



These various browsers were developed 

back ñin the dayò when most users 

accessed the Web from either a PC or a 

Mac

This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://mygoodelectronics.blogspot.com/2010/11/my-pc.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


That meant that users had a fairly large 

screen, a full keyboard, and a mouse



This  became more complicated with the 

rise of handheld devices, i.e. smart phones



Now these browsers had to adapt to the 

much smaller screen sizes of smart phones, 

and the usage of a touch screen 



Today the browsers have mostly the same 

capabilities on a PC/Mac or Smart Phone

But

Things look different on the phone





Some capabilities of the browser are not 

shown by default on the phone because there 

is just not enough room; you may have to 

scroll up or down, or in some cases, swipe 

left or right, to find more options 



Apple  has Safari

Windows PCs have Edge

Android devices have Chrome

Each company has a default 

browser for their devices



You can install Chrome, and most people do, 

on Windows PCs

You can also install Chrome on an Apple 

product

What if I donôt want to use 

the default on my device ?



Many Windows/PC users still use Firefox

It is something they are familiar with and still 

is very good

What if I donôt want to use 

the default on my device ?



With Windows 11, Microsoft is really pushing 

users to adopt Edge 

It is integrated into many aspects of 11 and 

you have to ñopt outò not to use it

Note for Windows 11



Using a World Wide Web browser, a bookmark is a saved link to a 

Web page that has been added to a list of saved links. When you are looking 

at a particular Web site or home page and want to be able to quickly get back 

to it later, you can create a bookmark for it. You can think of your browser as a 

book full of (millions of ) Web pages and a few well-placed bookmarks that you 

have chosen. The list that contains your bookmarks is the "bookmark list" (and 

sometimes it's called a "hotlist.")

What is a Bookmark ?
Hereôs a formal definition

https://www.techtarget.com/whatis/definition/browser
https://www.techtarget.com/whatis/definition/page
https://www.techtarget.com/whatis/definition/home-page


Bookmarks and Favorites are very similar

Some browsers use them interchangeably

Their function is to allow you to save a ñplaceholderò for accessing a web site 

you frequently use

Either one speeds up the process because you donôt have to search , you just 

click on the ñplaceholderò

Bookmarks vs Favorites
Are they the same ?



For Google Chrome, bookmarks show up on the 

Bookmarks ñBarò

Where do I put my 

bookmarks



Here is Google Chrome on a Windows 11 Laptop
This is plain vanilla with no bookmarks



Click on the three dots 



And this little window pops up on the left ςsee 
where is says Bookmarks, well click on that  


